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"Dad", €þÂä™ÁÅ Chris �ÁýÃÛ�Â, "I'm bored 
already". ¡ÁžÃÿÊ™Ê®ÁÅòÏýÂ¦ ¥Á Â ¬ÁÅ¡ÁôœÁë 
§ÁœÂäþÃ7Ã. ‚¡Áôå™Ê ÿË¬ÁÆÑ¨Å7ÌúÂÖ™ÁÅ. ¥ÉÅþÁäþÊ 
™Ëë©Á§÷ð  ¨Ë¬ÉÏ¬ÁÅ 7ÁÆ™Â ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. ©Ê¬Á©Ã¬É¨©Á¨Å 
¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÃÛþÁ¡Áå™ÃþÁÅÏúÄ §ÍüÆ 7Â§ÁÅ œÄ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÃ 
‡7ÁÑ™Ã7Í «Ã7Â§Áì7É™ÁÅœÁÆ „ÏýÂ™ÁÅ. Š7ÁÑ™Ê ˆÏ 
©É®Áò™ÁÅ - ©Â™Ã7ÁÅþÁä ‚žÁâ§Ã ¬ÊäÿÃœÁÅ¨Å - John €þÊ 
7ÁÅ§Áë©Â™ÁÅ, Julia €þÊ €¥Á Âé¦œÍ 7Á¨Ã¬Ã ©É®ÁœÂ™ÁÅ 
(þÂ7ÁÅ œÉ¨Ã¬ÃþÁÏœÁ ©Á§Á7ÁÆ). ©Ä®ÁÅò ¥ÁÅ�ÁÅÓ§ÁÆ 
7Á¨Ã¬Ã …§ÁÅ¥ÄžÁ ¡Á™Ã §ÍüÏœÂ ‡7ÁÑ™ÁÅÏýÂ§Í, 
ˆÏúÊ³Âà§Í œÉ¨ÄžÁÅ.  
 
¥Á Â ¡ÁôœÁë§ÁœÂäþÃ7Ã œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ Š7ÁÑ ¥ÁÅ7ËÑþÂ §ÂžÁÅ. 
'7ÁÇ´Âß €þÃ ¥ÁÅžÁÅâ�Â ¡Ê§ÁÅ¡É™ÃœÊ žÂþÃä ¥ÁÅúÁÖý�Â 
'Chris' úÊ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ. ©Â™Ã œÃÏ™Ã 7ÁÆ™Â €ÏœÂ 
€¥É§Ã7Áþ÷ œÃÏ™Ê. úÃþÁä¡ÁåýÃþÁÅÏúÄ €¨©ÂýË±Í¦ÏžÃ 
¥Á§Ã... ‚¡Áôå™ÁþÁÅ7ÁÅþÃ ˆÏ ¨Â¤ÁÏ? úÃþÁä¡Áôå™ÁÅ 
¬ÁÏ�ÄœÁÏ ¥ÄžÂ, œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ ¬ÃþÄ¥Á Â¨ ¥ÄžÂ 
7ÌÏúÁ¥ËþÂ ŸÂê¬Á „Ï™ÊžÃ, ‚¡Áôå™ÁžÃ7ÁÆ™Â ¨ÊžÁÅ. 
¡Á�ÁýÃ ¡Áõý ©Â™Ã �ÁžÃ¨Í7Ã ©É®ÃœÊ, §Â7÷  ¥ÁÆê¬Ã7÷  
�ÁýÃÛ�Â ©ÃþÁ£™ÁÅœÁÆ ©ÁôÏýÅÏžÃ. §ÂœËëœÊ 7ÌÏúÁÏ 
7ÁþÃ7Á§ÃÏúÃ ÿÉ™÷ ²ÍþÁÅ ¡ÉýÅÛ7ÁÅÏýÂ™Ê �ÂþÃ ] ¡ÃúÃÖ 
¥ÁÆê¬Ã7÷  ¥Á ÂþÁ™ÁÅ. 
 
¥ÉÅœÂàþÃ7Ã úÉ±Âå¨ÏýÊ Š7Á  typical teenager. 
 
‚7Á ¨Â¤ÁÏ¨ÊžÁÅ, ƒ³Â§ËþÂ ¬É¨©Á¨Íì, ¥Á Â 
…§Ì7Á³Â§Ã ©É®Âò¨þÃ þÃªÁÖ¦ÏúÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäþÁÅ. ©Ä™ÁÅ 
¥Á§Ä úÉ¦üÂ§Ã±Í7Á¥ÁÅÏžÊ Š7Á ³Â§Ã ¥ÁþÁ …§ÁÅ 
úÁÆ¡ÃÏúÂ¨Ã, €7ÁÑ™Ã©ÂœÂ©Á§Á›Ï Š7Á³Â§Ã ©Â™ÁÅ 
€þÁÅ¤Á©ÃÏúÂ¨Ã €þÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäþÁÅ. ¥Á Â ]©Ã™Á7ÁÅ 
¨Ä©ÁôžÌ§Á7Á¨ÊžÁÅ... €¦þÂ ¬Á§Ê, ©É®Âò¨þÃ 
¡ÁýÅÛ£ýÂÛþÁÅ. 
 

 
 
€§ÃúÃ �Í¨úÊ³Â™ÁÅ. project work €þÂä™ÁÅ, 
baseball practise €þÂä™ÁÅ. žÊþÃ7Ä þÊþÁÅ 
Š¡Áôå7Í¨ÊžÁÅ. ‚7Á œÁ¡Áå7Á þÂœÍ£ÂýÅ ¡ÊìþÉ7ÂÑ™ÁÅ. 
7ÂþÄ, ‡7ÃÑþÁ¡Áå™ÃþÁÅÏúÄ Š7ÁýÊ �Ì™Á©Á .. 
 
Tell me again, Dad, why do we need to go 
to India now?  
 
ˆ¥Ã úÁ±Âå¨Í œÍúÁ7Á, œÂœÁ¦Áê, ¥Á Â¥Áé þÃþÁÅä 
úÁÆ™Â¨þÃ úÂ¨Â €þÁÅ7ÁÅÏýÅþÂä§ÁþÃ úÉ±ÂåþÁÅ.  
�ÁÏý¨žÁ§Á¡Á™Ã ¡Áë¦Á Â›Ï .. þÃžÂë¨ÂöÁ§Á¨Å ¬Á§Ã�ÂÓ 
¨Ê7ÁÅÏ™Â, §ÉÏ™ÁÅ³Â§ÁÅì ¡ÊìþÁÅ¨Å ¥Á Â§Ã úÃ©Á§Ã7Ã üÉý÷ 
¨Â�÷ œÍ ÿËžÁ§Â£ÂžÁÅ úÊ§Â¥ÁÅ. ] §ÂœÃë7Á7ÁÑ™Á 
ÿÍý¨Íì ¡Á™ÁÅ7ÌþÃ ¥Á§Âä™ÁÅ ¥Á Â©Áõ§ÁÅ7ÁÅ 
£¦Á¨ÅžÊ§Â¥ÁÅ. §ÂœÁëÏœÂ ‚žÁâ§Ã7Ä ¬Á§Ã�ÂÓ 



þÃžÁë¡ÁýÛ¨ÊžÁÅ. §Ë¨Å £¦Á¨Êâ§Á�ÂþÊ ‚žÁâ§Ã7Ä 7ÁÅþÁÅ7ÁÅ 
¥ÉÅžÁ¨ËÏžÃ... úÂ¨Â ¬Ê¡Ê ¡Á™ÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäÏ.  
 
7Á®ÁÅòœÉ§ÃúÊ¬Á§Ã7Ã ³Â¦ÁÏœÁëÏ 7Â©Á¬ÁÅàþÁäžÃ. 
7ÃýÃ7Ä¨ÍÏúÃ £¦Áý7ÁÅ úÁÆ³ÂþÁÅ. ¡ÁúÁÖþÃ ±Ì¨Â¨Å, 
‡ýÅúÁÆ¬ÃþÂ úÃ§ÁÅ�Â¨Ã7Ã …�ÁÅœÁÆ ©Á§Ã¡Ë§ÁÅ - úÂ¨Â 
¡ÁëªÂÏœÁÏ�Â „ÏžÃ. ˆžÍ ¬ÊÛ«Áþ÷  ©Á¬ÁÅàþÁäýÅÛÏžÃ, 
ýËëþÁÅ þÉ¥ÁéžÃ�Â ©É™ÁÅœÍÏžÃ. €ÏžÁÅ7ÊþÊ¥ÉÂ þÂ7ÁÅ 
¥É¨Å7ÁÅ©Á ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. 7ÁÇ«Áß 7ÁÆ™Â þÉ¥ÁéžÃ�Â 7Á®ÁÅò 
œÉ§ÁÅ¬ÁÅàþÂä™ÁÅ. 'Dad, can we get some coffee' 
€þÂä™ÁÅ. ‚7ÁÑ™Á ýËëÏ¨Í €ýÅ©ÁÏýÃ©Ã žÌ§Á7Á©Áô.... 
‚žÃ�Í ¬ÊÛ«ÁþÊžÍ ©Á¬ÁÅàþÁäýÅÛ�Â ©ÁôÏžÃ, €7ÁÑ™Á 
œÉ¡ÃåžÂâÏ €þÃ ¬Á§ÃúÉ±ÂåþÁÅ.  
 
¬ÊÛ«Áþ÷ ¨Í 7Â¢Ä ©Â™Ã7Ã þÁúÁÖ¨ÊžÁÅ. €¬Á¨Å ©Â®Áò 
7Á¡Áôå¨Å úÁÆ™Á™ÂþÃ7Ê €¬ÁÿÁêÏ�Â „þÂä¦. þÂ7ÊžÍ 
€¨©ÂýÅ7Â£ýÃÛ þÊþÁÅ œÂ�Ê³ÂþÁÅ. ©Â™ÁÅ ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ 
7Í7÷  œÉúÁÅÖ7ÁÅþÃ œÂ�Á™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛ™ÁÅ. how 
much longer, dad? €þÃ €™Ã�Â™ÁÅ. ±Â¡ÁÏ 
‚¡ÁåýÃ7Ê §ÉÏ™ÁÅ§ÍüÅ¨þÁÅÏúÃ ¡Áë¦Á Â›Ï.... ‚Ï7Í 
�ÁÏýþÁä§ÁÅÏýÅÏžÁþÃ úÉ±ÂåþÁÅ. 
 
úÃ©Á§Ã7Ã ¥Á Â …§ÁÅ ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. ¥Á Â €7ÁÑ¦Áê ¨œÂ, 
£Â©Á�Â§ÁÅ ¥ÉÂÿÁþÁÆ ¥Á Â7Í¬ÁÏ ¬ÊÛ«ÁþÃ7ÌúÂÖ§ÁÅ. 
ýËëþÁÅ ¥Á®Äò £¦Á¨Êâ§Ê¨Í�Â �Á£�Á£Â ¥Á Â ¡ÉýÉÛ¨Å 
žÃÏ¡ÃÏúÂ™ÁÅ ©Â®Áò ™Ëë©Á§ÁÅ. úÂ¨Â¬ÁÏ©ÁœÁð§Â¨ 
œÁ§ÁÅ©ÂœÁ ©Ä®ÁòþÃ úÁÆ¬ÁÅàþÂäÏ�Â£ýÃÛ €ÏžÁ§ÁÆ úÂ¨ 
excited �Â „þÂä§ÁÅ. ¨œÁ 7ÁÇ«ÁßžÁ�ÃÓ§Ã7Ã ©ÁúÃÖ 
¡Á¨7Á§ÃÏúÃÏžÃ "ˆ§Â ‡¨Â „þÂä©Áô?! 7ÃëÏžÁýÃ³Â§Ã 
úÁÆ¬ÃþÁ¡Áôå™ÁÅ ‚ÏœÁ úÃþÁä�Â ¥ÁÅžÌâ¬ÁÆà „Ï™Ê©Â™Ã©Ã 
- ‡ÏœÁ ‡žÃ�Ã±Í¦Á Â©÷  ! ¥Ä €¥É§Ã7Â¨Í þÄ7ÁÅ £Â�Â 
¬Á§Ã±Í¦þÁýÅÛÏžÊ! ". ±Â¡ÁÏ ©Â™Ã7Ã 
Š7ÁÑ¥Á Âý7ÁÆ™Â €§ÁáÏ7Â¨ÊžÁþÃ ©Â™Ã¥ÉÅÿÁÏ 
úÁÆ¬ÃþÁ ¨œÁ7Ã €§Áá¥Á¦ÏžÃ. how are you doing, 
Krishna, you look so big now! €þÁäžÃ. I'm 
fine, aunty! But can you please not call me 
that, aunty, please call me Kris €þÂä™ÁÅ. 
"‚ÏœÁ¥ÁÏúÃ¡Ê§ÁÅ ¡ÉýÅÛ7ÁÅþÃ ‚žÊÏŽ§Áé§ÂþÄ7ÁÅ!" 
€ÏžÃ. 7ÂþÄ, €¡Áå™ÁÅäÏúÄ ¨œÁ ©Â™ÃþÃ €¨Â�Ê 

¡Ã¨©Á™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÃÛÏžÃ. €ÏžÁ§ÁÏ ©Â®Áò 7Â§ÁÅ¨Í 
‡7ÃÑ ‚ÏýÃ7Ã £¦Á¨ÅžÊ§ÂÏ. 
 
¥Á§Ä €ÏœÁ úÃþÁäžÊ¥Ä 7ÂžÁÅ ¥Á Â …§ÁÅ. …§ÎœÁ¨ÏœÂ 
±Ì¨Â¨Å „þÂä …§Ã¨Í 7ÌÏúÁÏ ¥ÉÂ™Á§÷ä �Â ´Â¡Áô¨Å, 
¬ÃþÃ¥Á Â rÃ¦Êý§ÁÅì €©Ä „þÂä¦. Š7Á ¥ÁÏúÃ junior 
college, hospital 7ÁÆ™Â „þÂä¦. ¥Á Â ‚¨Åì …§Ã7Ã 
úÃ©Áí§Ã�Â „Ï™ÁýÏ ©Á¨ì, …§ÁÏœÂ žÂýÃ 
©É®Âò¨Ãð©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. þÊþÁÅ ¡ÁôýÃÛ¡É§Ã�ÃþÁ …§ËþÂ, 
ƒúÂ¨Â ¥Á Â§ÁÅå¨Å §Â©Á™ÁÏ©Á¨ì - 7ÌþÃä 7ÌþÃä úÍýì 
€¬Á¨Å �ÁÅ§Êà¡ÁýÛ¨Ê7Á±Í¦Á ÂþÁÅ. þÊþÁÅ©É®ÃòþÁ 
¬ÁÆÑ¨Å, 7Â¨ÊüÃ ‚©ÁþÃä 7ÁÇ«Áß7Ã úÁÆ¡Ã¬ÁÆà©ÁúÂÖþÁÅ. 
©Â™Ã7Ã 7ÌÏúÁÏ ©Ã¬ÁÅ�ÉœÃàþÂ ±Â¡ÁÏ ‹¡Ã�ÂÓ þÂ 
³ÍžÁÏœÂ ©ÃþÂä™ÁÅ. 'úÂ¨Â ¥ÁÏúÃ 7ÁÅ§Âë™Ê, 
±Â¡Á¥÷..€þÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ 
 
"Dad, can I call Julia now?" €þÂä™ÁÅ, ¬É¨÷  
²ÍþÁÅ œÄ¬ÁÆà. ˆ§Íå§÷Û  úÊ§ÃþÁ ©ÉÏýþÊ 
€žÉâ7ÃœÄ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ ƒ ²ÍþÁÅ. ¨œÁ ]ªÁÖ§ÁêÏœÍ 
úÁÆúÃÏžÃ, 7ÂþÄ þÂ ¥ÉÅÿÁÏ¨Í úÃ§Â7ÁÅúÁÆ¬Ã ˆ¥Ä 
€þÁ¨ÊžÁÅ. ‚¡Áôå™ÁÅ 7Â§ÁÅ¨ÍÏúÉÏžÁÅ7ÁÅ, ‚ÏýÃ7É®Âò7Á 
œÄ§Ã7Á�Â úÊ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅÏžÁÅ©Áô�ÂþÁþÃ þÁúÁÖúÉ¡Êà, 
¬Á§ÊþÁþÂä™ÁÅ. 
 
Š7Á €§Á�ÁÏý¡Áë¦Á Â›Ï œÁ§ÁÅ©ÂœÁ úÃ©Á§Ã7Ã ¥Á Â 
‚ÏýÃ7Ã úÊ§ÂÏ. ¥Á Â €¥Á Âé, þÂþÁä�Â§ÁÅ £¦Áý 
©É§ÁÏ™Â¨Í 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÃ ¥Á Â7Í¬ÁÏ ‡žÁÅ§ÁÅ 
úÁÆ¬ÁÅàþÂä§ÁÅ�Â£Í¨Å - 7Â§ÁÅ �ÊýÅžÁ�ÁÓ§Ã7Ã §Â�ÂþÊ 
‚žÁâ§ÁÆ £¦Áý7Ã ©ÁúÃÖ ³Âí�ÁœÁÏ ¡Á¨Ã7Â§ÁÅ. €¥Áé 
þÁþÁÅä ¡Á¨7Á§ÃÏúÃ 7ÁÇ«ÁßþÃ �ÁýÃÛ�Â 
7Î�Á¨ÃÏúÁÅ7ÁÅÏžÃ.  
 
7ÁÇ«Áß úÃþÁä¡Áôå™ÁÅ, ©Ä®Íò³Â§Ã €¥É§Ã7Â ©ÁúÃÖ ¥Á ÂœÍ 
Š7Á ]§ÁÅ þÉ¨¨Å �Á™Ã±Â§ÁÅ. €¡Áôå™ÁÅ ©Ä™ÁÅ §ÍüÏœÂ 
¥Á Â¥Á Âé ¥Á Â¥Á Âé €ÏýÆ ¥Á Â €¥Áé ©ÉÏýÊ 
œÃ§Ã�Ê©Â™ÁÅ. žÂþÃœÍ ]¥É7ÁÅ7ÁÆ™Â ©Â™ÃœÍ úÂ¨Â 
úÁþÁÅ©Áô. §ÍüÏœÂ ©Â™Ã£Â�Í�ÁÅ¨þÄä úÁÆ¬ÊžÃ. 
§ÍüÆ ©Â™Ã7Ã ¥Á Â¥Áé žÍ¬Á œÃÏýÊ�ÂþÄ œÉ¨ì©Â§ÊžÃ 
7ÂžÁÅ. œÁ§ÁÅ©ÂœÁ ©Â™ÃœÍ7ÁÆúÁÅþÃ ©Â™Ã7Ã úÃþÁä 



úÃþÁä ±Âý¨Å, ¡ÁžÂê¨Å €©Ä þÊ§ÊåžÃ. ³ÂäþÁÏ 
úÊ¦ÏúÁ™ÁÏ, ¤ÍüþÁÏ ¡ÉýÛ™ÁÏ, þÃžÁë¡ÁôúÁÖ™ÁÏ...€þÄä 
úÂ¨Â©Á§ÁÅ7ÁÆ œÁþÊ úÊ¬ÊžÃ. ±Â¡ÁÏ, ] œÁ§Á©ÂœÁ 
€§Í�ÁêÏ €ÏœÁ £Â�ÁÅÏ™Á7Á±Í©Á™ÁÏúÊœÁ ¥Á®Äò 
©Â®ÁÅò €¥É§Ã7Â §Â¨Ê7Á±Í¦Á Â§ÁÅ. ¥É¥ÁÅ7ÁÆ™Â ¥Á Â 
„žÍê�Â¨ �Ì™Á©Á¨Íì ¡Á™Ã ©Ä¨Å7ÁÅžÁ§Á7Á ‚Ï™Ã¦Á Â 
©É®Áò™ÁÏ œÁ�ÃÓÏúÊ³ÂÏ. ¡ÁžÊ®ÁòœÁ§Á©ÂœÁ ‚žÊ ¥Á®Äò 
©Ä™ÃþÃ ¥Á Â €¥Áé úÁÆ™Á™ÁÏ. 
 
"§Â§Â 7ÁÇ´Âß, þÄ7Í¬ÁÏ žÍ¬Á¡ÃÏ™Ã œÁ¦Á Â§ÁÅ�Â 
€ýÊÛ¡ÉýÂÛþÁÆ, ¥Á Â¥Áé žÍ¬Á ©Ê¬Ã³ÂàþÂë" €þÃ ¨Â7ÁÅÑ 
±Í¦ÏžÃ ©Â™ÃþÃ. ]©Ã™Á¤Â«Á ©Â™Ã7Ã €§Áá¥Á¦þÁýÅÛ 
¨ÊžÁÅ �ÂþÃ ]©Ã™Á ¥Á¥Á7Â§ÁÏ ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ €§Áá¥Á¦ê 
„ÏýÅÏžÃ - œÄ¦Á£ÍœÁÅþÁä ¬É¨÷  ²ÍþÁÅ ¨Í¡Á¨£ÉýÊÛ¬Ã 
©ÉþÁ7Â¨Ê ©É®Âò™ÁÅ. ˆžÍ €œÃ7Á«ÁÛ¥ÄéžÁ ]©Ã™Á©Ê¬ÃþÁ 
žÍ¬Á ¡Áõ§ÃàúÊ¬Ã, §ÉÏ™Ì©ÁžÍ¬Á ©ÁžÁâþÃ ¨Ê©Á£Í¦Á Â™ÁÅ. 
 
"€¥É§Ã7Â £Â©Á7Ã žÍ¬ÁþÁúÃÖþÁýÅì ¨ÊžÊ £Â¥Áé!" €þÃ 
©ÃþÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ œÁ¨Å¡Áô žÁ�ÁÓ§ÁþÁÅÏúÃ. €ÏžÁ§ÁÏ œÃ§Ã�Ã 
úÁÆ³ÂÏ. œÁ§Á©ÂœÁ œÁ¨ÅúÁÅ7ÁÅÏýÊ þÂ7Ê 
þÁ©Áôí©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ; €úÁÖÏ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ ¬ÃþÃ¥Á Â¨Íì ÿÄ§Í¦þ÷  
entrance ¨Â�Â „ÏžÃ ] ¬ÁÏvÁýþÁ! ]7ÁÅ¡ÁúÁÖþÃ 
¡Á§Ã7Ã›Ä, ‡§ÁëýÃ ‹›Ä ©Ê¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÃ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅžÁþÁÏ 
Š¨7Á±Í¬ÁÆà, Š7Á ¡ÁžÁöÁ§Ê®Áò …§ÁíªÃ €7ÁÑ™Á 
þÃ¨ÅÖþÃ Š7Á úÃ§ÁÅþÁ©ÁôíœÍ 7ÁÇ«ÁßþÃ úÁÆ³ÍàÏžÃ. ‡©Á§Ä 
…§ÁíªÃ? ¥Á Â €¥ÁéþÁÅ £Â¥Áé €þÃ ¡Ã¨ÃúÃÏžÊ¥ÃýÄ! 
7ÌÏ¡ÁœÄ¬Ã ‚žÃ ....."‹, ©ÁúÁÖ©Â œÁ¨Ãì! žÂ, 
þÄ7ÁÅ7ÁÆ™Â ©Ê¬Ã¦³ÂàþÁÅ ¥Á Â¥Áé žÍ¬Á!" €þÃ 
¥ÁÅžÁÅâ�Â ¡Ã¨ÃúÃ 7ÁÆúÍ£ÉýÃÛ, þÂ ©ÁÏ7ÁœÃ§Ã�Ã, "¥ÁþÁ 
¨¯Ãé §Â, �ÁÅ§ÁÅà¡ÁýÛ¨ÊžÂ?" €ÏžÃ ¥Á Â €¥Áé. 
 
¨¯Ãé! €ÏýÊ ¥Á Â €7ÁÑ¦Áê ¨œÁ 7ÁÆœÁÅ§ÁÅ! ‡¡Áôå™Í 
úÃþÁä¡Áôå™ÁÅ Š7Á³Â§Ã ©Â®ÁÅò ÿËžÁ§Â£ÂžÁÅ œÄ¬ÁÅ7Ì¬Êà 
úÁÆ³ÂÏ. 7ÁÇ«ËßœÊ €¬Á¨Å úÁÆ™Á¨ÊžÁÅ. €¡Áå™Ã7Ã ] 
€¥Á Âé¦7Ã ‹ ¡ÁžÊ®ÁÅòÏ™Ã „ÏýÂ¦Ê¥ÉÂ.... ±ÌýÃÛ�Â, 
7ÌÏúÁÏ¨Â©Áô�Â, 7Á®Áò7Ã ³Í™Â£Å™ÄÝ €žÂâ¨Ê¬ÁÅ7ÌþÃ 
„Ï™ÊžÃ. ‚¡Áôå™ÁÅúÁÆ¬Êà ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ, ƒ §ÁÏ¤É©Á§Â 
€þÃ¡ÃÏúÊ¨Â œÁ¦Á Â§Á¦ÏžÃ! 
 

þÂ ¬ÁÏ�ÁœÃ ¬Á§Ê ... ] ¥Á Âý ©ÃþÃ �Á£Å7ÁÅÑþÁ ¡Ë7Ã 
úÁÆ¬ÃþÁ 7ÁÇ«Áß ¥ÁÏœÁë¥ÁÅ�ÁÅã™Ã¨Â úÁÆ¬ÁÆàþÊ „Ï™Ã 
±Í¦Á Â™ÁÅ. ¨Ê©Á£ÍœÁÅþÁä©Â™ÁÅ7Â³Âà ¥Á®Äò 
7ÁÆúÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ. "maamma, can I have another 
one too?" €þÃ €™Ã�Â™ÁÅ. €¥Áé ]ªÁÖ§Áê±Í¦ 
©Â™Ã©ÁÏ7Á Š7Á³Â§Ã úÁÆ¬Ã "œÁ¡Áå7ÁÅÏ™Á§Â þÂþÂä, 
7ÁÆúÍÖ, ¨¯Ãé7Ã ‚žÃ ©Ê³Â7Á þÄ7Ì7ÁýÊ³ÂàþÁÅ" €þÃ 
úÉ¡Êà , 7ÁÇ«Áß œÁ¨Æ±Â™ÁÅ. ¨¯Ãé ¥ÁÅ¬Ã¥ÁÅ¬Ã�Â 
þÁ©Áôí7ÁÅÏýÍÏžÃ. ¥Á Â¥Áé©Ë¡Áô œÃ§Ã�Ã €žÃ7ÁÆ™Â 
€™Ã�ÃÏžÃ, €¥É§Ã7Áþ÷  ]7ÉðÏýÅ œÉ¡ÃåÏúÁÅ7ÌþÃ, 
"maamma, can I have one". "ûÄ …§ÍÑ©Ê 
¡ÉÏ7Ã¡Ã¨Âì... €¨Â ‡�ÁœÂ®ÃúÉ¦Áê7ÁÆ™ÁžÁÅ £Â©ÁþÃ!" 
€þÃ úÃ©ÂýÅì ¡ÉýÃÛÏžÃ €¥Áé. úÃœÁë¥Ê¥ÃýÏýÊ, ¥Á Â 
©Â™Ã7ÊžÍ 7Í¡Á¥ÉÅ¬ÁÅàÏžÁþÃ þÊþÁÅ œÃ§Ã�Ã úÁÆ¬Êà, 
©Â™Ê¥ÉÂ ¬Ã�ÁÅÓ¡Á™ÁÅœÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ! 7ÌÏ¡ÁœÄ¬Ã ©Ä™Ã7Ã 
¨©Áôí 7ÂžÁÅ�ÁžÂ! ‚¡Áå™Ã7Ê ©Ä™Ã7Ã þÂ¨Å�Í, ‰žÍ girl 
friends €¦Á Âê§ÁÅ, ±Â¡ÁÏ ƒ ¡ÃúÃÖ ¡Á¨ÉìýÆ§Ã¡Ã¨ì7Ã 
ˆ¥ËþÂ ]ªÁ¡ÉýÃÛ ©ÁžÃ¨Ê¬Êà €žÃ œÁýÅÛ7Í¨ÊžÁÅ.... 
€¥É§Ã7Â ¡ÁžÁãœÁÅ¨Å ‚7ÁÑ™Á ¡ÁþÃ7Ã§Â©ÁþÃ ©Â™Ã7Ã 
�ÁýÃÛ�Â úÉ±Âå¨þÃ þÃ§Áß¦ÏúÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäþÁÅ. 
 
¨¯Ãé ¥Á Â¥ÁéþÃ 7Í¡ÁÏ�Â úÁÆ¬Ã þÍ§ÁÅ¥ÁÆ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅÏžÃ. 
7ÂþÄ ±Â¡ÁÏ ‡7ÁÅÑ©Á¬Ê¡Áô ¥Á ÂýÂì™Á7ÁÅÏ™Â 
„Ï™Á¨ÊžÁÅ7Â£Í¨Å..... "ƒ §ÂœÃë7Ã žÍ¬ÊþÂ £Â¥Áé, 
¨Ê7Á ¤ÍüþÁ¥Ê¥ËþÂ ¡É™ÁœÂ©Â!?" €þÁäžÃ. "7ÁÇ«Áß7Ã 
¥Á Â¥Áé žÍ¬ÁÏýÊ úÂ¨Â ‚«ÁÛ¥Ê, €ÏžÁÅ7Ê ©Â™Ã7Í¬ÁÏ 
žÍ¬Á ©Ê³ÂþÁÅ. €ÏžÁ§ÁÆ úÊœÁÅ¨Æ 7Â®ÁÆò 
7Á™ÁÅ7ÌÑþÃ ©Á¬Êà öÁ¦�Â ¤ÍüþÁÏ7ÁÆ™Â úÊžÂâÏ!" 
€þÃ úÉ¡ÃåÏžÃ ¥Á Â €¥Áé. ©ÉÏýþÊ €ÏžÁ§ÁÏ œÁ¦Á Â§Ë 
©ÁúÃÖ 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÂäÏ.  
 
‡þÂä®Áò7Ã €¥Áé ©ÁÏý ¥Á®Äò §ÁÅúÃúÁÆ™Á�Á¨Ã�ÂÏ! 
žÊªÁžÊªÂ¨¨Í gourmet 5 star restaurants ¨Í 
¤ÌüþÁÏ úÊ¬ÃþÂ, €¥Áé ©ÁÏýþÃ ]§Á�ÃÏúÃþÁ œÁÇ¡Ãà 
§ÂžÊ! ]¨Å�Á™ÁÝ ©Ê¡Áô™ÁÆ, œÄ¦Á�Â ¡Áô¨ì�Â ¡Áô¨Å¬ÁÆ, 
ŽÂ§ÁÏ „ýÃÛ¡Á™Ê¨Â ]©Á7Â¦Á, úÁ¨Âì§ÁÖ™ÂþÃ7Ã 7Á¥ÁéþÃ 
¡É§ÁÅ�ÁÅ .. ¡Á¨ÉìýÆ§Ã¤ÍüþÁ¥ËþÂ ©ÃÏžÁÅ¤ÍüþÁÏ¨Â 
€þÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ þÂ7ÁÅ ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ. ‚7ÁÑ™Ã©Â®ËòœÊ .. 
€žÁÇ«ÁÛ©ÁÏœÁÅ¨Å! .. §ÍüÆœÃþÊ©Ê7Â£ýÃÛ ¥Á§Ê¥Ä 



]¨ÍúÃÏúÁ7ÁÅÏ™Â œÃþÊ¬ÁÅàþÂä§ÁÅ. 7ÂþÃ þÊþÁÅ ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ 
Š7ÌÑ7ÁÑ ¥ÉœÁÅ7ÁÅ üÂ�ÁëœÁà�Â þÁ¥Ã¨Ã žÂþÃ¨Í §ÁÅúÃ 
ˆ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ ©ÁÇŸÂ7Â7ÁÅÏ™Â €þÁÅ¤Á©Ã¬ÁÆà œÃþÂäþÁÅ. 
 
¤ÍüþÂ¨Å €¦±Í¦Á Â7Á ¨¯Äé, ¨œÁ, ¥ÉÂÿÁþ÷ ¬É¨©Á 
œÄ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÃ ©Â®Áò ‚ÏýÃ7Ã £¦Á¨ÅžÊ§Á™ÂþÃ7Ã ¬ÃžÁãÏ 
€¦Á Âê§ÁÅ. ‚7Á ¡ÁýÛ¨Ê7Á €™Ã�Â™ÁÅ ¥Á Â©Â™ÁÅ "Will 
we see you again tomorrow?" €þÃ, ¨¯Ãé 
©ÁÏ7Á úÁÆ¬ÁÆà. "€©ÁôþÊ, §Ê¡Áô ]žÃ©Â§ÁÏ, ¬É¨©Ê�Â, 
£Â©ÁþÃ ¬ÃþÃ¥Á Â7Ã œÄ¬ÁÅ7É®ÁÆò!" €ÏžÃ €¥Áé. ©Ê§Ê 
ˆ¥ËþÂ úÊžÂâ¥ÁþÁÅ7ÁÅÏžÊ¥ÉÂ ¬É¨©Á §ÍüÅþÁ, 7ÌÏúÁÏ 
úÃ§Â7ÌúÃÖÏžÃ ¨¯Ãé ¥ÁÅŽÏ¨Í. 7ÂþÄ Š¡Áôå7ÁÅÏžÃ, 
¥Á§Âä™ÁÅ 11 �ÁÏý¨7ÁÅ ©Á³ÂàþÁþÃ úÉ¡ÃåÏžÃ.... 
©Â®ÁÏžÁ§ÁÆ £¦Á¨ÅžÊ§Â§ÁÅ. 
*** 
"Dad, can you teach me Telugu"  €þÂä™ÁÅ 
¥Á§Âä™ÁÅ ³Â¦ÁÏœÁëÏ ¥Á Â©Â™ÁÅ. Œ§Â! ‚þÊä®ÁòþÁÅÏúÄ 
¥Ê¥ÉþÃä©ÃŸÂ¨�Â ±Í§ÁÅœÁÅþÂä ¬Á¬Ê¥Ã§Â 
þÊ§ÁÅÖ7ÍþÁþÂä©Áô! ‚¡Áôå™Ê¥ÁÅéÏúÁÅ7ÌúÃÖÏžÃ! €þÃ 
€þÁÅ7ÁÅÏýÆ, ‡ÏžÁÅ7ÁÅ§Â, ¥Á Â¥Áé7Ã þÄ 
‚Ï�Äì«Á§Áá¥ÎœÍÏžÃ�ÁžÂ, €þÃ €™Ã�ÂþÁÅ. "Not her, 
dad, she's cool! But ..". 7ÌÏúÁÏ �ÁÅúÃÖ �ÁÅúÃÖ 
€™Ã�ÃœÊ ¡Áõ§Ãà 7ÁrÁ £¦Áý£™ÃÏžÃ. ¨¯Ãé7Ã 7Â¨ÊüÃ¨Í 
§Á©Ã €þÊ Š7Á ¬ÊäÿÃœÁÅ™ÁÅþÂä™Áý. €œÁþÁÅ7ÁÆ™Â 
©Ä®ÁòœÍ lunch 7Ã ©ÁúÂÖ™Áý. ] œÁ§ÁÅ©ÂœÁ 
©Ä®ÁÅò¥ÁÅ�ÁÅÓ§ÁÆ 7Á¨¬Ã ¬ÃþÃ¥Á Â7É®Âò§Áý. ¨¯Ãé 
¥ÁŸÁê¨Í 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖÏýÊ, ‚žÁâ§ÁÅ ¥ÉÅ�Â®ÁÆò ‚§ÁÅ©Ë¡Áô¨Â 
7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÂä§Áý. §Á©ÃœÍ ¨¯Ãé œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ¨Í 
ˆ¥Á ÂéýÂì™ÁÅœÍÏžÍ œÉ¨Å¬ÁÅ7Í©Â¨þÃ ©Ä™Ã7Ã úÂ¨Â 
„£¨ÂýÏ�Â „ÏžÁý!  
 
œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ ¥Á ÂýÂì™ÁýÏ, €§Áá¥Á©Áí™ÁÏ €ÏœÁ œÊ¨Ã7Á�Â 
§Â©Áô§Â, €þÃ úÉ¡Ãå, ¬Á§Ê, þÊ§ÁÅÖ7ÁÅÏžÁÅ©Áô�ÂþÃ €þÃ 
þÁúÁÖüÉ±ÂåþÁÅ. ‚žÊ ¬Á¥Á¦ÁÏ €þÃ 7ÌÏúÁÏ 
¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛþÁÅ. Š§Ê¦÷, ¥Á§Ã ¥Ä julia7Ã 7Â¨÷ 
úÊ³Â©Â €þÃ €™Ã�ÂþÁÅ. "No Dad, I don't feel 
like it" €þÂä™ÁÅ. žÂþÃä œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ¨Í úÉ¡ÃåÏúÂþÁÅ 
©Â™ÃúÊœÁ - ©Â™Ã ¥ÉÂžÁýÃ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ ±Â˜ÁÏ €þÁä¥Á Âý! 
-"¨ÊžÁÅ þÂþÁä, þÂ7ÁÅ úÉ¦Á Âê¨þÃ¡ÃúÁÖýÊìžÁÅ". €¡Áôå™ÁÅ 

þÂ ¨É7ÁÖ§ÁÅ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛþÁÅ. ¨¯Äé Š7Á ¡Á¨ÉìýÆ§Ã 
¡Ã¨ì, þÁÅ©Áôí ‚Ï7Í ©Â§ÁÏ §ÍüÅ¨Íì €¥É§Ã7Â 
©É®Ãò±Í¦Ê©Â™Ã©Ã, þÁÅ©Áôí žÂþÃœÍ ˆ¥Ä ¡ÃúÃÖ©Ê´Â¨Å 
©É¦Áê7ÁÅ, €žÃ žÂþÃ ¬ÉäÿÃœÁÅ¨œÍ ˆ¥ÂéýÂì™ÁÅ7ÁÅÏýÊ 
þÄ7ÉÏžÁÅ7ÁÅ, ©Â®Áò �Ì™Á©Á ©Â®ÁòþÁÅ úÁÆ¬ÁÅ7ÍþÄ €þÃ 
úÉ±ÂåþÁÅ. ˆžÍ 7ÌÏúÁÏ žÁÅ:ŽÏ ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ ©Â™Ã 
¥ÁÅŽÏ¨Í7Ã, 7ÂþÄ ˆ¥Ä ü©Â£Å úÉ¡Áå7ÁÅÏ™Â þÂ 
¤Â«Á›ÏœÂ ©ÃþÂä™ÁÅ. 
 
¥Á Â ChrisžÃ ¥ÉÅÏ™Ã¡ÁýÊÛ. ¥Á§Âä™ÁÅ 
¨ÊúÃþÁ¡Áå™ÃþÁÅÏúÃ TV žÁ�ÁÓ§Á 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÃ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ 
±Íë�Âë¥ÁÅ¨Å ¡ÉýÅÛ7ÌþÃ úÁÆ™Á™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛ™ÁÅ. 
¥Á Â €¥ÁéþÃ ¡ÁýÅÛ7ÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ ¥Á Âý¨7Ã €§Âá̈ Å 
úÉ¡Áå¥ÁþÃ. ©Â™Ã œÉ¨Å�ÁÏœÂ ¥Á Â¥ÄžÁ ¡Áë¦ÉÂ�ÁÏ 
úÊ¦Á™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛ™ÁÅ. ¥Ê¥ÁÏœÂ ˆžÍ 
þÁ©Âí¡Áô7ÁÅþÃ ©Â™ÃœÍ ¥Á ÂýÂì™ÁýÂþÃ7Ã ¡Áë¦ÁœÁäÏ 
úÊ¬ÃþÂ ¥Á Â ‚ÏýÍì ¡ÁþÃ©Â®Áò7Ä, ¡Á7ÃÑÏýÃ ¡Ã¨ì̈ ì7Ä 
‚žÁÏœÂ úÂ¨ ©ÃÏœÁ�Â „Ï™ÊžÃ. ±Â¡ÁÏ ©Â™ÃäúÁÆ¬Ã 
þÁ©Áí™ÁÏ, ©Â™ÃþÃ ©É7ÃÑ§ÃÏúÁ™ÁÏ 7ÁÆ™Â 
¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛ§ÁÅ. €¦þÂ ˆ¥Ä¡ÁýÃÛÏúÁÅ7Í7ÁÅÏ™Â ©Â™Ã 
7ÁÇ«Ã 7ÌþÁ³Â�Ã¬ÁÆà „þÂä™ÁÅ. 
 
‹ §ÉÏ™ÁÅ§ÍüÅ¨ œÁ§Á©ÂœÁ ‹ ³Â¦ÁÏœÁëÏ ¨¯Ãé ¥Á®Äò 
¥Á Â ‚ÏýÃ7ÌúÃÖÏžÃ. ©Ä™ÁÅ €¡Áôå™ÁÅ žÄ¯Á�Â ‹ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ 
¬Ä§Ã¦Á¨÷ úÁÆ¬ÁÅàþÂä™ÁÅ. hello, Chris €þÃ 
¡Á¨7Á§ÃÏúÃÏžÃ. úÂ¨Â serious�Â ¡Ë7Ã œÁ¨ÉœÃà 
"¨¯Äé, þÁþÁÅä ‚7ÁþÁÅÏúÄ 7ÁÇ´Âß €þÃ ¡Ã¨Å³Âà©Â" 
€þÂä™ÁÅ. ¨¯Ãé ]ªÁÖ§ÁêÏœÍ ©Â™Ã©ÁÏ7Á úÁÆ¬ÃÏžÃ. 
Did you really learn Telugu or did you just 
memorise that!? €ÏžÃ. ‚žÁÏœÂ ©ÃÏœÁ�Â 
€þÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ þÂ7ÁÅ - ©Ä™ÁÅ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ ¥Á ÂýÂì™ÁÅœÁÅÏýÊ 
¨¯Ãé ©Ä™ÃœÍ ‚Ï�Äì«ÁÅ¨Í ¥Á ÂýÂì™ÁýÏ! "7ÂžÊ ¨¯Äé, 
þÃüÏ�ÂþÊ þÊ§ÁÅÖ7ÁÅÏýÅþÂä™ÁÅ, ±Â¡ÁÏ §ÍüÏœÂ 
7Á«ÁÛ¡Á™ÁÅœÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ!" €þÁäžÃ €¥Áé. "€£Íç, 
€¥É§Ã7Â£Â©Á7Ã ¥ÁþÁ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ¥ÄžÁ ‚ÏœÁ 
‚«ÁÛ¥É¡Áôå™ÁÅ¡ÁôýÅÛ7ÌúÃÖÏžÍ!" €þÁäžÃ ¨¯Ãé. ‚žÃ©ÃþÁä 
7ÁÇ«Áß ]™Á¡Ã¨ì̈ Â 7ÌÏúÁÏ ¬Ã�ÁÅÓ¡Á™ÁÅœÁÆ ‡žÍ üÍ7÷ 
úÊ¬ÁÅàþÁäýÅì "þÄ7Í¬Á¥Ê" €þÂä™ÁÅ. ©Â™ÁÅüÍ7ÁÅ�Â 
úÁ£ÅžÂ¥ÁþÁÅ7ÁÅþÂä ¨¯Äé ˆ¥Ä þÁ©Áí¨ÊžÁÅ, 



©Â™ÃþÉ7ÃÑ§ÃÏúÁ¨ÊžÁÅ. Š7Á³Â§Ã ©Â™Ã©ÁÏ7Á úÁÆ¬Ã 
ˆžÍ ¥ÎþÁÏ�Â ]¨ÍúÃ¬ÁÆà „Ï™Ã±Í¦ÏžÃ.  
 
7Â¨ÊüÃ¨Í úÂ¨Â ¡ÁþÁÅÏžÃ7Â£Í¨Å, ] œÁ§ÁÅ©ÂœÁ ¥Á®Äò 
¥ÁÆ™ÁÅ þÂ¨Å�ÁÅ §ÍüÅ¨Å ¨¯Ãé 7ÁþÁ¡Á™Á¨ÊžÁÅ.. 
¥Ê¥ÁÏœÂ úÁÅýÅÛ¡Á7ÁÑ¨ ¡ÁëžÊªÂ¨Å úÁÆ™Á™ÂþÃ7Ã 
©É®Âò¥ÁÅ. ¡ÉžÁâ�Â úÁÆ™ÁžÁ�ÃþÁ©Ê©Ä ¨Ê7Á±Í¦þÂ, 
…§ÁÅžÂýÃ £¦Áý7Ã ‡ýÅ©É®ÃòþÂ ¡ÁúÁÖþÃ ±Ì¨Â¨œÍ 
úÂ¨Â ¡ÁëªÂÏœÁÏ�Â „ÏýÅÏžÃ. ¡Á7ÁÑþÁ 
7ÌÏ™Á¥ÄžÁÅþÁä €¥Áé©Â§ÁÅ ]¨¦Á ÂþÃ7Ä, 7ÌœÁà�Â 
7ÁþÁÅ�ÌþÁ£™ÃþÁ �ÁÅÿÁ¨7Ä, €¨Â «Ã7Â§ÁÅ ©É®ÂòÏ. 
7ÁÇ«Áß ¡ÉžÁâ�Â ˆ¥Ä ¬ÁÏœÍ«ÁÏ�Â ¨Ê™ÁÅ. ˆžÍ 
¥Á ÂœÍ£ÂýÅ ©Á¬ÁÅàþÂä™Ê�ÂþÃ ©Â™Ã ¥ÁþÁ¬ÁÏœÂ 
‚Ï7É7ÁÑ™Í „ÏžÁþÃ œÉ¨Å¬ÁÆàþÊ „ÏžÃ. 
 
‹ §ÉÏ™ÁÅ§ÍüÅ¨ÅÏ™Ã, ‚7Á „Ï™Á£ýÛ¨Ê7Á 
¥Á Â¥ÁéþÁ™Ã�Â™ÁÅ, ¨¯Ãé ¥Á®Äò ‡¡Áôå™Ì¬ÁÅàÏžÁþÃ. 
±Â¡ÁÏ úÃþÁä¡Ã¨Âì™ÁÅ, ¥ÁþÁœÍ ©Ä™Ã7ÊÏœÍ¬ÁÅàÏžÃ, 
€ÏýÆ ‚ÏýÃ7É®Áò�ÂþÊ ¨œÁ7Ã ²Íþ÷  úÊ¬ÃÏžÃ €¥Áé. 
¬É7ÉÏ™÷ ³Âý§ÊÝ �ÁžÂ, ¨¯ÃéþÃ œÄ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅ§Â©Ê, 
§ÉÏ™ÍëüÅ¨Å ¬Á§ÁžÂ�Â 7ÁÇ«ÁßœÍ �Á™Á¡ÁúÁÅÖ €þÃ 
úÉ¡ÃåÏžÃ. ¨œÁ ¬Á§ÊþÁÏžÃ. ³Âý§ÊÝ ±ÌžÁÅâþÊä ©Ä™ÁÅ 
³ÂäþÁÏúÊ¬Ã œÁ¦Á Â§Ë 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÂä™ÁÅ. ©Â®ÌòúÊ¬Á§Ã7ÁÅ 
ˆ ¡ÁžÁ7ÌÏ™Í €¦êÏžÃ. ¨¯Ãé ¥Á ÂœÁëÏ ˆžÍ 
úÃ§Â7ÁÅ�Â „ÏžÁþÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ. ¤ÍüþÁÏúÊ¬ÁÅàÏýÊ 
£¦Áý¡Á™ÃÏžÃ. ƒ §ÍüÅ ©Â®Áò 7Â¨ÊüÃ©Â®ÁÅò 
¬Á§ÁžÂ�Â 7Ãë7Éý÷  ¥Á Âú÷  ¡ÉýÅÛ7ÁÅþÂä§Áý, €ÏžÁÅ¨Í 
§Á©Ã ]™ÁÅœÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ�Â£ýÃÛ ¨¯Ãé7Ã 
úÁÆ™Â¨þÃ©ÁôÏžÁý. žÂÏžÊ¥ÁÅÏžÄ, 7ÁÇ«ÁßþÃ7ÁÆ™Â 
œÄ¬ÁÅ7ÁÅþÉ®Áò©Ê, €þÁäžÃ €¥Áé. ¤ÍüþÁ¥Á©Áí�ÂþÊ 
‚žÁâ§ÁÆ £¦Á¨Êâ§Â§ÁÅ. 
 
©Â®ÃòžÁâ§ÁÆ œÃ§Ã�Ã ©ÁúÊÖý¡Áå™Ã7Ã §ÂœÁë¦êÏžÃ. 
¥Ê¥ÁÏžÁ§ÁÏ ¤ÍüþÂ¨¦±Í¦ 7Á£Æ§ÁÅì 
úÉ¡Áôå7ÁÅÏýÆ 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÃ©ÁôþÂäÏ. ¡Ã¨ì̈ ÌúÂÖ§ÁÅ.... 
7Ãë7Éý÷  ¥Á Âú÷  €¦Á Âê7Á ¥ÁÅ�ÁÅÓ§ÁÆ 7Á¨¬Ã ÿÍý¨ÃÑ 
¤ÍüþÂþÃ7Ã ©É®Âò§Áý. 7Â¬Ê¡Áô 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÃ ‚7Á 
‚ÏýÃ7Ã £¦Á¨Êâ§ÃÏžÃ ¨¯Ãé. ¥Á®Äò §Ê±Ì³Âà©Áô�ÁžÂ, 
€þÃ €™Ã�Â™ÁÅ 7ÁÇ«Áß. 7ÌÏúÁÏ úÃ§Â7ÁÅ�Â "¥Á®Äò 

§Ê¡ÉÏžÁÅ7ÁÅ, ‚©Â®ÁòÏœÂ 7Á¨Ã¬Ê©ÁôþÂäÏ�ÁžÂ" €ÏžÃ. 
¥Á Â €¥Êé¥Ä …§ÁÅ7Í¨ÊžÁÅ. "€žÊ¥ÃýÊ, ‚Ï7Í þÂ¨Å�ÁÅ 
§ÍüÅ¨Íì ¥Á®Äò €¥É§Ã7Â ©É®Ãò±ÍœÂ™ÁÅ�ÁžÊ, 7Â¬Êð¡Áô 
7Á¨¬Ã©ÁôÏ™ÁÏ™Ê" €þÃ ¥ÁÏžÁ¨ÃÏúÃÏžÃ. ‚7Á œÁ¡ÁåžÁþÃ 
¨¯Ãé Š¡Áôå7ÁÅÏžÃ. 
 
‚žÁÏœÂ úÁÆ¬ÁÅàÏýÊ þÂ7ÁÅ 7Â¬Áà üÂ¨Ê¬ÃÏžÃ ©Â™Ã¥ÄžÁ. 
€¥É§Ã7Â¨Í „þÁäÏœÁ7Â¨Ï ]™Á¡Ã¨ì̈ ÏœÂ ©Ä™Ã©ÉÏý 
¡Á™Ê©Â®ÁÅò. ‚7ÁÑ™Ã7ÌúÃÖ ©Ä™Ã ¡Á§Ã¬ÃáœÃ ‚¨Â 
€¦±Í¦ÏžÃ! €ÏžÁ§ÁÆ ‚7Á ¡Á™ÁÅ7Í©Á™ÂþÃ7Ã 
©É®Ãò±Í¦Á Â7Á 7Â¬Ê¡Áô ©Â™ÃœÍ ¥Á ÂýÂì™ÁÅœÁÆ 
7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÂäþÁÅ. 7Ãë7Éý÷  ¥Á Âú÷ ¨Í §Á©Ä üýÅÛ 
�É¨ÃúÃÏžÁý. §Á©Ä Š7ÁÑ™Ê 50 ¡Á§ÁÅ�ÁÅ¨Å úÊ¬Ã 
�É¨Ã¡ÃÏúÂ™Áý. ¨¯Ãé7Ã 7Ãë7Éý÷  €ÏýÊ úÂ¨Â 
‚«ÁÛÏ�Â£ýÃÛ §Á©ÃþÃ œÉ�Á ±Ì�Á™Ê¬ÁÅàÏýÊ, 7ÁÇ«Áß7Ã úÂ¨Â 
£ÂŸÁ�Â €þÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃý .. 
 
¥Á§Âä™ÁÅ ¨¯Ãé ©ÁúÊÖý¡Áå™Ã7Ã ¡ÁþÉäÏ™ÁÅþÁä§Á¦êÏžÃ. 
¡ÉžÊâ¥Ä ¥Á ÂýÂì™Á7ÁÅÏ™Â ¤ÍüþÂþÃ7Ã 7ÁÆ§ÁÅÖþÃ, 
¤ÍüþÁÏ €©Áí�ÂþÊ £¦Á¨Êâ§ÁœÂþÁþÁäžÃ. 7ÂþÄ ] 
³Â¦ÁÏœÁëÏ ¥Á¥Áé¨Ãä úÁÆ™Á™ÂþÃ7Ã ¥Á Â œÁ¥ÁÅé™ÁÅ 
©Â®ÁÅò ©Á¬ÁÅàþÂä¥ÁþÃ ²Íþ÷  úÊ¬Êà, €¥Áé ©ÉÏýþÊ 
¨œÁ7Ã 7ÁÆ™Â ²Íþ÷  úÊ¬Ã ¥ÉÂÿÁþ÷ œÍ ¬ÁöÁ §Á¥ÁéÏžÃ. 
€ÏžÁÅ7ÁþÃ ¨¯Äé 7ÁÆ™Â „Ï™Ã±Í©Â¨Ãð ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. 
 
¥ÁÆ™Á¦Êê¬Á§Ã7Ã €ÏžÁ§ÁÆ ‚ÏýÃ7ÌúÂÖ§ÁÅ. 
úÂ¨Â¦Ê®ÁòœÁ§Á©ÂœÁ úÁÆ™Á™ÁÏ�Â£ýÃÛ úÂ¨Â 7Á£Å§ÁÅì 
žÌ§Âì¦. ¥Á Â œÁ¥ÁÅé™ÁÅ ªÊŽ§ÃÑ úÃþÁä¡Áå™ÃþÁÅÏúÄ 
7Ãë7Éý÷  ¡ÃúÃÖ úÂ¨Â ‡7ÁÅÑ©Á. €ÏžÁ§ÃþÃ £¦Áý7Ã 
¨Â7ÉÑ®Ãò Š7Á ¥Á Âú÷  ¥ÉÅžÁ¨ÉýÂÛ™ÁÅ. ¨¯Ãé 7ÁÆ™Â 
úÂ¨Â ¬Á§ÁžÂ¡Á™Ã ]™ÁœÂþÁþÁ™ÁÏ úÁÆ¬Ã 7ÁÇ«Áß 7ÁÆ™Â 
Š¡Áôå7ÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ. Š7Á¡Á7ÁÑ7Ã ¨Â�Ã €™Ã�ÂþÁÅ - 
þÄ7Ê¥ÉÅúÁÅÖ§Â, 7Ãë7Éý÷  ]™Á™ÁÏ €þÃ. ¢Á§Á©Â¨ÊžÁÅ 
þÂþÁä, 7ÌÏúÁÏ £Ê³Âç¨÷ ¨Â�ÂþÊ „ÏýÅÏžÄ, €þÂä™ÁÅ 
úÃ§ÁÅþÁ©ÁôíœÍ. 
 
þÊþÁÅ, ¨¯Äé, 7ÁÇ´Âß Š7Á ýÄÏ €¦œÊ ¬ÊŽ§ÁÅ, ¥ÉÂÿÁþÁÅ, 
¨œÂ Š7Á ýÄÏ. €¥Á Âé, þÂþÁä ¢Ä¨ÃÝÏ�÷ úÊ³ÂàÏ�ÂþÄ 
¥Ã�ÁœÂ©Ê¥Ä úÊ¦Á¨Ê¥ÁþÂä§ÁÅ. ©Â®Áò ¬ÁœÂàþÍ ¥Á§Ã 



¥Ê¥ÁÅ©Ê¬Ê £Â¨÷ð €ÏœÁ£Â�Á „þÂä¦ÉÂ œÉ¨Ã¦ÁžÁÅ 7ÂþÄ, 
¥ÉÂÿÁþÁÆ, ªÊŽ§ÁÆ ‚žÁâ§ÁÆ úÂ¨Â £Â�Â £ÂýÃÏ�÷ 
úÊ³Â§ÁÅ. ‡¨Â�Á¦œÊþÊ, úÃ©Á§Ã7Ã 7ÁÇ«Áß £ÂýÃÏ�Ã 
©ÁúÊÖ¬Á§Ã7Ã ¥Ê¥Ã7Á ‹™Ã±Í¦Á Â¥ÁþÊ €þÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäÏ. 20 
¡Á§ÁÅ�ÁÅ¨Å 7Â©Â¨Ã �É¨©Á™ÂþÃ7Ã. úÂ¨Â ŸË§ÁêÏ�Â 
©ÁúÂÖ™ÁÅ 7Äë¬÷  žÉ�ÁÓ§Á7Ã. 7Ãë7Éý÷  £Âý÷ ¡ÁýÅÛ7Í©Á™ÁÏ 
¬Á§Ã�ÂÓ úÊœÁ�Â¨ÊžÁÅ - ©Â™Ã7Ã €¨©ÂýËþÁýÅÛ 
baseball bat ¨Â�Â ¡Ë7Ã ‡œÃà ¡ÁýÅÛ7ÁÅÏýÊ €ÏžÁ§ÁÆ 
þÁ©Áí™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÂÛ§ÁÅ. ¥ÉÅÿÁþ÷  €œÃ ©Ê�ÁÏ�Â 
©ÁúÊÖ Š7Á full toss ©Ê³Â™ÁÅ. þÊþÁÆ, ¨¯Äé ‚7Á 
€ÏœÂ €¦±Í¦ÏžÁþÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäÏ. 
 
‡¨Â 7ÌýÂÛ™Í œÉ¨ÄžÁÅ 7ÂþÄ, ] £Â¨÷ œÃþÁä�Â ¡Ë7Ã 
©É®Ãò žÁÆ§ÁÏ�Â úÁýìžÁ�ÁÓ§Á ¡Á™ÃÏžÃ. home run 
€þÃ €§ÃúÂ™ÁÅ „œÂðÿÁÏ�Â. ¨¯Ãé �Á£Åç7ÁÅÑþÁ 
©Â™Ã©ÁÏ7Á úÁÆ¬Ã ¬ÁÏœÍ«ÁÏœÍ úÁ¡ÁåýÅì 7ÌýÃÛÏžÃ. 
žÂÏœÍ 7ÁÇ«Áß7Ã ©Ä§ÍœÂðÿÁÏ ¡ÁôýÅÛ7ÌúÃÖÏžÃ. ‹©Á§Íì 
¥Ã�Ã¨ÃþÁ þÂ¨Å�ÁÅ £Â¨÷ð ¨Í ¥ÁÆ™ÁÅ ¬Ã7Áð§ÁÅì 7ÌýÃÛ 
¥Á Âú÷  ¡Áõ§ÃàúÊ¬Ê³Â™ÁÅ!  

*** 
¥Ê¥ÁÅ ¥Á®Äò €¥É§Ã7Â7Ã œÃ§Ã�Ã©ÁúÊÖ ¡Áë¦Á Â›Ï ‚Ï7Á 
¥ÁÆ™ÁÅ§ÍüÅ¨Íì7Ã ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ. 7ÁÇ«Áß�Â™Ã ¥ÁÅŽÏ¨Í 
7Â¬Áà žÃ�ÁÅ¨Å 7ÁþÃ¡Ã³ÍàÏžÃ. ƒ¥ÁŸÁê ©Â™ÁÅ §ÍüÆ 
¨¯ÄéœÍ úÂ¨Â¬Ê¡Ê 7Á¨Ã¬ÃœÃ§ÁÅ�ÁÅœÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ. ©Â™Ã 
Julia7Ã 7Â¨÷  úÊ¬Ã7ÁÆ™Â úÂ¨Â§ÍüÅ¨Ê €¦þÁýÅìÏžÃ. 
©Â™Ã ¤Â«Á¨Í7ÁÆ™Â ¥Á Â§ÌåúÊÖ¬ÃÏžÃ. úÂ¨Â¥ÁýÅ7ÁÅ 
œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ¨Í ¥Á ÂœÂì™Á™ÁÏ ¥ÉÅžÁ¨Å£ÉýÊÛ³Â™ÁÅ. 
 
"þÂþÂä, ¥ÁþÁÏ ‚Ï7ÌþÃä§ÍüÅ¨Å „Ï™ÁúÂÖ" €þÃ 
€™Ã�Â™ÁÅ þÉ¥ÁéžÃ�Â . €¬Á¨Å§ÂþÁþÃ �Ì™Á©ÁúÊ¬ÃþÁ 

©Â™ÁÅ ‚Ï7Â „ÏýÂþÁþÁ™ÁÏ ©ÃþÃ þÂ7ÁÅ úÂ¨Â 
¬ÁÏœÍ«ÁÏ 7Á¨Ã�ÃÏúÃÏžÃ. 7ÂþÄ ˆÏúÊžÂâÏ - ‚7ÁÑ™Ê 
„Ï™Ã±Í©Á™ÂþÃ7Ã þÂ £Â¬÷ Š¡Áôå7Í™Ê. ©Â™ÃœÍ 
úÉ¡Áå™ÂþÃ7Ã ¡Áë¦ÁœÁäÏ úÊ³ÂþÁÅ. "¢Á§Á©Â¨ÊžÁÅ þÂþÂä, 
þÁÅ©Áôí ©É®Ãò±Í©ÁúÁÅÖ. þÊþÌ7ÁÑ™Ää „Ï™Á�Á¨þÁÅ. 
¥Á Â¥Áé „ÏžÃ�Â, ¥Á Â¥Áé œÍ „ÏýÂþÁÅ. ¡Äì¬÷  þÂþÁä, 
¬ÁÆÑ¨Å¥ÉÅžÁ¨¦ÊêžÂ7Á þÊþÁÅÏ™Á©ÁúÁÅÖ�Â!" €þÃ 
žÄþÁÏ�Â €™Ã�Â™ÁÅ. ˆžÍ ¥ÁÆê¬Ã7÷ ™Ë§É7ÁÛ§ÁÅ 
¡ÉýÃÛþÁýÅÛ €¡Áôå™Ê ©ÉþÁ7Â¨ §Ê™Ã¦ÉÂ¨Í "¡Êë¥Á7Í¬Á¥Ë 
©Á¨¨Í ¡Á™ÉþÊ ±Â¡ÁÏ ¡Á¬Ã©Â™ÁÅ" €þÊ ±Âý 
¥ÉÅžÁ¨¦êÏžÃ. ¡Á7ÁÑþÊ „þÁä ¥Á Â €¥Áé ¥Á Â 
¬ÁÏ¤Â«Á›ÏœÂ ©ÃÏýÆþÊ ©ÁôÏžÃ. ] ±Âý ©ÁúÊÖ¬Á§Ã7Ã 
úÃ§ÁÅþÁ©ÁôíœÍ "€©ÁôþÂë, ¢Á§Á©Â¨ÊžÁÅ, „Ï™ÁþÃ©Áí§Â 
‚Ï7ÌþÂä®ÁÅò. ¬É¨©Á¨©Áí�ÂþÊ ¥ÊÏ©Â™Ãä 
¡ÊìþÉ7ÃÑ³ÂàÏ¨Ê. þÁÅ©Êí¥Ä ¤Á¦Á¡Á™ÁþÁ©Á¬Á§ÁÏ ¨ÊžÁÅ" 
€þÃ ©Â™Ãä ©ÉþÉ7Ê¬ÁÅ7ÌúÃÖÏžÃ. 
 
©Â™ÃþÃ ©ÁžÁ¨Ã þÊþÉ¡Áôå™ÁÆ §ÉÏ™ÁÅ§ÍüÅ¨7ÁþÂä 
„Ï™Á¨ÊžÁÅ. €¦þÂ ¡ÉžÁâ©Â™Á©ÁôœÁÅþÂä™ÁÅ. ©Á¦Á¬ÁÅ¨ÍþÊ 
7ÂžÁÅ - £ÅžÃã¨Í 7ÁÆ™Â! ¥ÁþÁ …§ÌúÃÖ ¥ÁþÁ œÉ¨Å�ÁÅ 
¡Á™ÁÅúÁÅþÃ úÁÆ¬Ã ]¥É7Í¬ÁÏ ¥ÁþÁ ¤Â«ÁþÊ§ÁÅÖ7ÁÅþÃ 
‚7ÁÑ™ÃÏ7ÌþÃä §ÍüÅ¨ÅÏýÂþÁÏýÊ þÊþÊ¥ÁþÁ�Á¨þÁÅ? 
"¬Á§Ê §Â, þÄ ‚«ÁÛÏ! €¨Â�Ê „Ï™Ã §Â" €þÃ �ÁýÃÛ�Â 
7Î�Ã¨ÃÏúÁÅ7ÁÅþÂäþÁÅ. 

*** 
"Dad, are we there yet!?" €þÃ �ÁýÃÛ�Â 
©ÃþÃ¡ÃÏúÃÏžÃ. „¨Ã7ÃÑ¡Á™Ã ¨ÊúÂþÁÅ. ˆžÍ ¬ÊÛ«Áþ÷  
©Á¬ÁÅàþÁäýÅÛÏžÃ, ýËëþ÷ þÉ¥ÁéžÃ�Â ©É™ÁÅœÍÏžÃ. 
€ÏžÁÅ7ÊþÊ¥ÉÂ, ¥Ê¨Å7ÁÅ©ÁúÃÖÏžÃ ¥Á Â ‚žÁâ§Ã7Ä. €ÏœÂ 
7Á¨ÊþÁþÁä¥Á Âý!! þÃüÏ�Â ˆ¥ÎœÁÅÏžÍ?! 

 
 
 
 


