Mohini Bhasmasura

A Short Play

Sreenadh Jonnavithula

(This drama was performed at the TLCA Deepavali function in Oct.2007. It is published here copyright free, in the
hope that other Telugu associations may find it useful .. Sreenadh)
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enjoy the pdf version. If you would like to set your computer up to display Telugu Unicode,
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Scene 1. Baby Bhasmasura given by Siva
Narrator: After ages of defeats and humiliations at the hands of the devatas, and especially
the surapakshapaati Vishnu, Sukracharya, the guru of the asuras, performs a mighty yaagam

to entreat Parama Siva to give them a peerless leader.

Siva, pleased by the devotion of his bhaktas, gives a baby boy to the acharya. They name him
Bhasmasura

Music - segments from "Chandrasekhara Chandrasekhara" from the movie Mohini
Bhasmasura;

On Stage: Yaagam, Shiva giving infant to Sukracharya

Scene 1.

Narrator: The baby Bhasmasura grows up to be a strong and handsome young man, an
expert in all the arts and sciences under the tutelage of Sukracharya. A beautiful princess

falls in love and marries him, making him King . At the coronation:
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Scene 2.

Narrator: And so Bhasmasura set off into the deep forests, and began his tapassu. The
heavens resounded with the deep sounds of “OM NAMASIVAAYA”. Alarmed at the prospect
of Bhasmasura succeeding in getting a boon from Siva, Indra sends his apsarasas to try and

distract the bhakta from his quest ..

Song: Sundaraangaa, from movie "Bhookailas"; Dancers go offstage at end of song, singing
Om Namah Sivaaya

(Bhasmasura continues chanting)
(Enter Siva)
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Scene 3

Narrator: With the power of the boon granted by Siva, Bhasmasura became invincible. All
the worlds trembled at his anger. Even mighty Indra, fearing for his life, deserted the
kingdom of heaven and went into hiding. Eager to complete his victory, Bhasmasura
searched all the worlds for Vishnu, to reduce him to ashes. Failingin this, he began to round
up and kill all the Vishnu bhaktulu that he could find, hoping that Vishu would show up to
defend them and then fall to his mighty hand. One day, he was in his court dealing with the
latest batch of vishnubhaktulu

Music: Segments from "Maadhavaa mounamaa" from the movie Satyanarayana Mahatyam
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(just then, Bhasmasura’s wife walks in with little girl, who happens to see this. She gets
scared)
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(draws her near, and pets her; accidentally places his hand on her head and the girl is reduced
to ashes)
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(Naarada walks in)
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Scene 4

Narrator: Falling for the wily Naarada’s suggestions, Bhasmasura sets off in great anger to
Kailasam. Siva and Parvati are in meditation.
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Scene 5

Narrator: As Siva runs to escape the power of his own boon, Parvati entreats
Sreemannaaraayana to save her consort. Vishnu immediately comes to the rescue.
Disoriented by the Vishnumaaya, Bhasmasura loses sight of Siva who runs to safety, Vishnu
then transforms himself into Mohini, the divine temptress. The ravishingly beautiful Mohini
then approaches the enraged Bhasmasura, still searching for Siva; At the sight of this
celestial kanya, Bhasmasura forgets all about Siva and accosts her.
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Music: Instrumental from the movie "Maya Bazaar"

Mohini and Bhasmasura dance, with Bhasmasura following each sequence Mohini performs;
Dance ends when Mohini places her hand on her head, and Bhasmasura follows, reducing
himself to ashes.
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